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JOSEPH AGUILAR, A SECOND-YEAR STUDENT
AT WOODBURY UNIVERSITY'S SCHOOL OF
ARCHITECURE. PHOTO BY MARK MAHANEY.
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Blaine Brownell's Mind &
Matter blog looks at products
and materials in development
and on the market.

Aaron Betsky's Beyond
Buildings blog comments on
the impact that design has on
our society and culture.

And there are constant
updates: breaking news,
new products, slide shows,
extra images of the projects
in the issue, and more ...
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IF YOU'RE LOOKING FOR IT,
will find the main campus «
School of Architecture on tt
a nondescript section of Cal
where Burbank and Los Any
lot of Universal Studios is ju
this isn’t the landscape of F
The landmark closest tc
fenced-in tarmac of Bob Ho
alternative to LAX. Woodbu
that is the San Fernando Va
of working-class immigran
not in the cliché valley of ai
Mercedes convertibles.
Woodbury's physical re
metaphor for its invisibility
profession. When I asked a:
West Coast practitioners wl
answer was, uniformly, “no
paper, LA Weekly, recently c
school you've never heard ¢
celebrity on this campus (W
Diego) is probably visiting ¢
Bestor, AIA, a cheerful doye
is something of a Los Angel
not a “starchitect.”
Woodbury, in fact, is fai
game. Though the school re
anniversary, it has only had
program since 1994.
Woodbury's physical re
good metaphor for the stat
population within the large
According to the AIA's most
percent of architecture-firn
contrast, at Woodbury, roug
odd architecture students a
group: 37 percent are Hispa:
17 percent are Asian, and 32
Woodbury may be the only
United States where “other’
afternoon, a salsa beat ema
school’s grassy quad, as sor
charity by selling churros a:
The population at Woot
of the valley community th
But it is also indicative of tt
higher education—includin
taking as a whole. Woodbu
institutions, including Cal F
of Houston, and the Univer:
finds itself at the forefront
the minority architecture si
the Hispanic architecture si
now make up 14 percent of
according to a 2009 report |
Accrediting Board. In comir
to rise significantly, as the |
the general collegiate popu
indicate that by 2015 the nu
of Hispanic descent will ha
just 10 years, and Asian st
The makeup of Woodbu
has qualified it as a Hispani
a governmental designatio
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rom the Department of
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rbuilt a pair of digital-
econd is at the satellite
money will allow it to
2 stipends and research
100,000 a year to
ng students.
1another three-year,
rtment of Housing and
:the Arid Lands Institute, a
dley and Peter Arnold that
of “designers and leaders
rentive in addressing
odbury’s designation as an
nt, but it was the school's
tration that made the
Ne went from an idea to
s,” Hadley Arnold says.
niversity.”
ing to try not to make this
appreciation that students
s not very evident at some
3, where it's expected.
:ing. Our students are
.really hard to get here,”
IA, who has taught at Yale
ind the Southern California
rc) and is now chair of
hitecture program. “It's
part of the transformation
day.”
wccomplishment is a
.ool’s faculty. “We call it the
an Millar, AIA, a gentle bear
‘he architecture program in
an. “We get these students,

Woodbury students are
:nd college, and many

ic rigors of a collegiate

to do remedial math and
ar says. Special emphasis
ps them to “develop
.arguments.” In 2008,
‘ceived a citation from
»nal organization that
lerating the achieverment
: graduation rate for all
12004 was 47 percent;
uated at the same rate,
nal average of 57 percent.
:lite” institution is the
come to architecture
2xposure via parents,

ic inclination. Woodbury's
ome to the field after
lome, or through parents
ndustry.

ct] between eighth and
home was being built,”
1d-year student from
mother is a corrections
‘d-year student also
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from Riverside, became inte
career while watching his f
deliver building materials t
member of his family to grz
when he does he expects to
uncomfortable prospect in-
Though Woodbury offe:
and work-study opportunit
is an assistant in the school
institution, and tuition is cc
comparable public universi
tuition at Woodbury is curr
in-state tuition comes to $4
To keep tuition costs do
transfer in to the school aft:
college. De Anda came afte:
Community College. Fidelin
undergraduate whose inter
from her high school years,
launch a business designin;
in after two years at Cerrito
near her home in La Miradz
Ramirez was also accep
SCI-Arc, but Woodbury's wil
at Cerritos was the differen
for basically everything,” sk
bottom like I would have h:
The Arid Lands Institut:
extension of the university’
of the school’s community.'
are grandchildren of farme:
a completely urban ecology
speaks of her program with
velocity. “I think the studen
new idea of citizenship. The
a valid field ... that is not jus
The students do, in fact
something more than just t
Architecture for which Los.
you will find a good numbe
that.) “The professors were
was raised around,” says Je
Woodbury graduate who st
Arid Lands Institute. “This r
my impression of architect
rich people would hire an a
his own small design studic
emphasis on public service
Louis Molina, a particip
the valley, may be the only
member on Woodbury’s Bu
expect Molina to be somew
suspicious of his colleagues
but that would be to drama
sparkplug of a man who se¢
“It's something we need to:
Hispanic faculty, “but ... it o
a mentor or role model witl
Strolling the concrete p
Woodbury campus, with th
a Latin beat hanging in the
enthusiasm. “The youth of t
“They're agile, they care abt
use machines, they're toler:
the cresting wave of the fut






